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On July 29, 200&painissued two souvenir sheets devoted ta\honal Heritage
depicting two tapestries “The swing” an@ie blind man and the guitar'sometimes
called“Blind man playing the guitar”. Both made from tapestry cartoons by Goya with
the thematic known as “Custom paintings”. These tapestries, manufactured by the
Real Fabrica de Madrid, were woven under the sugiervof Cornelio Vandergoten,
descendant of a family of master upholsterers ffartwerp whom in 1775 were in
charge of the factory. Goya began making cartoonghe Real Fabrica in 1775 and did
the portrait of Vandergoten, now in the Prado Museas director of this tapestry
institution until 1782.

Both these tapestries belonging to the royal ctilacare made of wool and silk and are
part of a series of thirteen pieces made to deedhat antechamber of bedrooms of
Carlos de Borbon and Maria Luisa de Parma, in tHeaEdo palace. In both tapestries
predominate the popular customs style of Goya'lyy gaars which continued throughout
his career in tapestries and minor paintings.

“The Blind Man and the Guitar”

This tapestry/painting depicts a blind man with dnisde and other figures watching him.
The scene takes places in the Cebada plaza in dladr@ market day where vendors,
rogues and all sorts of people gather. In this amsitjpn, Goya displays a less class-
minded, more colourful and easy going approach lrothe strokes and colours.
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The depiction of the blind man is consistent witlwithe blind were shown in art of this
period. The itinerant blind musician accompaniedisysighted guide entertaining at
fairs, taverns and in the houses of the gentryrenfwdity. This is in contrast to more often
shown blind beggar. Blind musicians and ballad siagvere and did not think of
themselves as beggars.

Note: Both tapestry and painting are in the PraMdgeum, Madrid.



